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person becomes a slave to his own project. This is not 
the Plan, and if the condition continues uncorrected, phys¬ 
ical society will collapse upon the individual, burying him 
beneath the debris of his own productions. 

With the rise of materialism, the Secret Societies were 
concealed from the profane, not by any elaborate machinery 
of their own, but by popular disbelief. There was no place 
for sacred institutions in minds already dedicated to scien¬ 
tific skepticism. The importance of invisible principles 
over visible purposes and ambitions was simply ignored. 
Only that small minority which remained true to a higher 
standard of values continued to be concerned with inevi¬ 
table outcome. For the majority, the physical world with 
its wonders was sufficient to absorb all available time and 
interest. The result is obvious. The physical state of 
man enlarged, and his ethical horizons were appropriately 
narrowed. 

The old adversaries were gone. The power of the 
Church and State to plague the destiny of the average man 
was broken. It was no longer needful to struggle against 
the despotism of feudalism or the perversities of princes. 
The Inquisition had lost its terror, and theology was unable 
to impose its traditional formulas upon a down-trodden 
laity. But the ills that men must bear changed their appear¬ 
ances, not their substance. The authority of science took 
the place left vacant by the departing authorities of aris¬ 
tocracy and theology. It was still necessary for the human 
spirit to struggle against the intolerances of the human 
mind. 

Personal ambitions, liberated by the new code of freedom, 
immediately began to dream of supremacy. A vast con¬ 
cept, highly competitive in principle and highly destructive 
in practice, perpetuated most of the instruments of the 
old tyranny. Siegfried had slain the dragon, but was in 


grave danger of being drowned in the blood that flowed 
from the mortal wound. Having overcome the despotism 
of entrenched classes, humanity discovered the despotism 
in itself. It was faced with the unhappy realization that 
tyrannical systems are only symbols of those tyrannical 
instincts which exist in all creatures until they are over¬ 
come by enlightened understanding. 



—From Hunt's History of the Seal of the United States 

THE REVERSE OF THE GREAT SEAL 

Professor Charles Eliot Norton of Harvard described the design 
thus: "The device adopted by Congress is practically incapable 
of effective treatment; it can hardly (however artistically treated 
by the designer) look otherwise than as a dull emblem of a 
Masonic fraternity." This is one of the important esoteric 
landmarks that have been conveniently ignored. 

It is evident that the continued operations of the genuine 
Secret Societies make it unwise to describe them or identify 
their members. Humanity has not yet reached a state of 
collective security in which leadership beyond the political 
sphere is unnecessary. The need for guidance actually in¬ 
creases with the complexity of mundane affairs. All of 
sincere heart find consolation in the conviction that powers 
beyond and above human corruption continue to administer 
the destiny of the globe. It would be a mistake to confuse 
this governing body with the various sects which pretend 
to authority, but give no indications or proof that they can 
manage efficiently even their own affairs. 


A SECRET GOVERNING BODY 
CONTROLS THE GLOBE- NOT THE 
VARIOUS RELIGIOUS GOVERNING 
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MANLY PALMER HALL, 33°, G..C.. 


I LLUSTRIOUS MANLY PALMER HALL, often called "Masonry's 
Greatest Philosopher," departed his earthly labors peacefully in his 
sleep on August 7, 1990, in Los Angeles, California. Although bom in 

Peterborough, Ontario,, on March 18, 1901, Brother Hall moved to 

California in 1919 and devoted his life to lecturing, teaching, editing, 
and writing on all aspects of Freemasonry. 

The author of over 50 books and more than 65 smaller works, 
Illustrious Hall was also the founder and a past President of the 

Philosophical Research Society of Los Angeles, California. He is best 
known for writing The Lost Keys of Freemasonry (1923), The Dionysian 
Artificers (1926), Masonic Orders of Fraternity (1950) and, of course, his 
monumental Encyclopedic Outline of Masonic history, philosophy and 
related subjects. 

A member of the Scottish Rite Bodies in the Valley of San Francisco, 

Brother Hall was made a Mason in San Francisco's Jewel Lodge No. 374 

and received the Scottish Rite's highest honor, the Grand Cross, in 1985 

because of his exceptional contributions to Freemasonry, the Scottish 
Rite, and the public good. 

Like Grand Commander Albert Pike before him, Ill: Hall did not 

teach a new doctrine but was an ambassador of an ageless tradition of 
wisdom that enriches us to "this day. His piety, wisdom, warmth, and 
humility have touched the lives of millions in America and around the 
globe. The world is a far better place because of Manly Palmer Hall, 

and we are better persons for having known him and his wprk. 

Excerpted from an obituary by Walter Stewart, 32° 
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dent. The theory of freedom could be preserved by Secret 
Societies, but the practice of freedom required the co¬ 
operation of an enlightened people dedicated to a lofty 

ethical standard. 

When evaluating the esoteric groups of this period, the 
most reliable guide is their acceptance of the responsibility 
of the Great Plan. Progress is not ordinarily for the 

advancement of the individual, but for the unfoldment of 
the universal project. The real Esoteric Schools still labor 
toward the goal of the World Commonwealth. The Plan 
remains Utopian, and the disciple advancing through the 
grades of a legitimate initiate-system is being prepared, 
not for personal emancipation, but as an instrument for the 
liberation of his fellowmen. Wherever religious induce¬ 
ments are personal and selfish or the devotee is encouraged 

to advance his own growth without consideration for others, 
there is something wrong with the policy of the sect. Yet, 
the literature of modem metaphysical movements seldom 
emphasizes growth as responsibility. The reader is encour¬ 

aged to study mystical systems or to affiliate with organiza¬ 
tions claiming extraordinary knowledge in the hope that 
he will acquire the skill to advance his own condition. 
Where such objectives are used to intrigue the gullible, 
those of sincere mind and heart are entitled to reservations. 

The old Secret Societies remain as they had always been, 
custodians of an overconviction. They are now emphasiz¬ 
ing the right use of privileges. Education can be conferred 

by schools and universities, but enlightenment must still 
result from internal growth. Without the proper develop¬ 
ment of his superphysical resources, the individual cannot 
protect his physical rights and privileges. Progress of 
society always demands that the human being as a person 
be in advance of the institutions which he creates. When 
leadership passes to the keeping of external enterprises, the 
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mensity of planetary evil, demonstrated through the destruc¬ 
tive war of the past few years (1914-1945), great and 

permanent good can come; the spiritual Hierarchy stands 
ready to evoke the good latent behind the work of destruc¬ 
tion which has been done, but this can be so only if the 
goodwill of humanity itself is employed with adequate invo¬ 
cative power. If this goodwill finds expression, two things 
can occur: first, certain potencies and forces can be released 

upon the earth which will aid men's effort to attain right 
human relations, with its resultant effect—peace; secondly, 

the forces of evil will be so potently defeated that never again 
will they be able to wreak such universal destruction upon 

earth. 

Years ago I said that the war which may follow this one 
would be waged in the field of the world religions. Such a 

war will not work out, however, in a similar period of ex¬ 

treme carnage and blood; it will be fought largely with 
mental weapons and in the world of thought; it will involve 
also the emotional realm, from the standpoint of idealistic 

fanaticism. This inherent fanaticism (found ever in reaction¬ 

ary groups) will fight against the appearance of the coming 
world religion and the spread of esotericism. For this struggle 

certain of the well-organised churches, through their con¬ 
servative elements (their most powerful elements), are 

already girding themselves. Those sensitive to the new 
spiritual impacts are still far from powerful; that which is 
new always faces the supreme difficulty of superseding and 

overcoming that which is old and established. Fanaticism, 
entrenched theological positions, and materialistic selfishness 
are to be found actively organised in the churches in all 

continents and of all denominations. They can be expected 

to fight for their established ecclesiastical order, their mate¬ 
rial profit and their temporal rule, and already are making 
the needed preparations. 

The coming struggle will emerge within the churches 
themselves; it will also be precipitated by the enlightened 
elements who exist in fair numbers already, and are rapidly 

growing in strength through the impact of human necessity. 


A WAR IS BEING SECRETLY WAGED 
TO DESTROY CONSERVATIVE 
RELIGIOUS ELEMENTS. 
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he finds that which he has sought and which has been deeply 
hidden yet close at hand. He must learn that the experience 

which 'travel in foreign countries' and the arduous task of the 
Builder has given, is the only thing that can fit him to join the 
ranks of the Master Masons of the Universe, and carry on the 
eternal quest in company with all brothers. 

This is the revelation which the passage of the candidate 
through all the degrees conveys. In the first three degrees we 
have depicted for us the search of the individual for light, 
wisdom and life. In the higher degrees there is given us the 
varying aspects of the universal search (by the collective whole) 
in the various ways, and in the many lands and through the 

diverse religions, for the final revelation for which the so-called 
Blue Lodge has prepared the candidate. Subtle and illusive 
indications are given also of that organised and intelligent 

activity which is carried on by that Grand Lodge of Master 

Masons who have for ages watched over humanity and guided 
men steadily in the way of light. 

Little as it may be realised by the unthinking Mason who is 
interested only in the outer aspects of the Craft work, the whole 
fabric of Masonry may be regarded as an externalisation of that 
inner spiritual group whose members, down the ages, have 

been the Custodians of the Plan, and as Those to Whom has 
been committed the working out of the will of God for the 
race of men. These Master Masons, to whom T.G.A.O.T.U. 

has given the design and Who are familiar with the tracing 

board of the G.M. on high, are called by many names and 
are known at different times by various appellations. They 
can be referred to as Christ and His Church—that band of 
disciples who follow in the footsteps and work under the inspira¬ 
tion of the great Carpenter of Nazareth. They can be known by 
others as the Masters of the Wisdom for They are skilled in the 
divine ways and have mastered the arts and sciences which 
Their fellowmen have yet to master. They are the Dispensers 
of Light and to Them has been given, by virtue of Their 

achievement, the privilege and the authority to pronounce the 
great Masonic formula: 'Let there be light' and to evoke the 
response: 'And there was LIGHT'. 
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They are therefore sometimes known as the Illuminati and 
can direct the searchlight of truth wherever its beams are needed 
to guide the pilgrim on his way. They are the Rishis of the 

oriental philosophy, the Builders of the occult tradition and 
those Individualities of outstanding wisdom, strength and beauty 
of character Who have guided, by precept and example, the 
faltering steps of blinded and ignorant humanity. They are 

the bestowers of the privileges and benefits of initiation, and 
They prepare the candidate for those great revelations and 
expansions of consciousness which are the reward of all who 

persevere in the quest, and thus learn to work in the Temple 

of the Lord. Step by step They guide the candidate until he has 
gained the right to stand in the East before the Presence, and 
there, before the brethren, prove himself initiate. Stage by 
stage They assist at the unfolding of the consciousness of the 

candidate until the time comes when he can 'enter into light' 

and, in his turn become a light-bearer, one of the Illuminati 
who can assist the Lodge on High in bringing humanity to 

light. Silently and with full understanding They watch the 

initiate go down to the gates of death in order to prosecute 

the search for the Master's Word and, in defence of his ideals 
is slain by those with whom he has worked. Then they too go 

down to the G.wherein the Master lies, and through 

Their united effort and by the strength of Their joint endeavour 
They raise him to the fullness of life and service, giving him 

that secret which must suffice to guide him in his search until 

the time comes when the race (as one united whole) has proved 
itself fit to receive the true L.W. Then humanity can be 

admitted to that high and holy Temple where reigns the 

the Triune God. 

The rites, ceremonies and initiations of Masonry may be 

regarded (and are so regarded by many) as being faint repre¬ 

sentations and symbolic rehearsals of those major spiritual 
initiations through which every human being must pass before 
achieving his goal of manifested divinity and can enter finally 

within the veil, leaving behind him an example of fortitude 
and self-control which his fellow men can emulate. It is to be 
noted also that there has never been a time in the long history 
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church as a teaching factor should take the great basic doc¬ 
trines and (shattering the old forms in which they are ex¬ 
pressed and held) show their true and inner spiritual sig¬ 
nificance. The prime work of the church is to teach, and 

teach ceaselessly, preserving the outer appearance in order to 
reach the many who are accustomed to church usages. Teach¬ 
ers must be trained; Bible knowledge must be spread; the 
sacraments must be mystically interpreted, and the power of 
the church to heal must be demonstrated. 

The three main channels through which the preparation 
for the new age is going on might be regarded as the Church, 
the Masonic Fraternity and the educational field. All of 
them are as yet in relatively static condition, and all are as 
yet failing to meet the need and to respond to the inner 

pressure. But in all of these three movements, disciples of 
the Great Ones are to be found and they are steadily gather¬ 

ing momentum and will before long enter upon their desig¬ 
nated task. 

The Masonic Movement when it can be divorced from 
politics and social ends and from its present paralysing condi¬ 
tion of inertia, will meet the need of those who can, and 

should, wield power. It is the custodian of the law; it is the 
home of the Mysteries and the seat of initiation. It holds in 
its symbolism the ritual of Deity, and the way of salvation is 

pictorially preserved in its work. The methods of Deity are 
demonstrated in its Temples, and under the All-seeing Eye 

the work can go forward. It is a far more occult organisation 
than can be realised, and is intended to be the training 

school for the coming advanced occultists. In its cere¬ 
monials lies hid the wielding of the forces connected with 

the growth and life of the kingdoms of nature and the un- 

foldment of the divine aspects in man. In the comprehen¬ 
sion of its symbolism will come the power to cooperate with 

the divine plan. It meets the need of those who work on the 
first Ray of Will or Power. 

The Church finds its mission in the helping of the de¬ 
votee, in aiding the gTeat public which is innately religious 

and of good will. It hides in its heart those who vibrate to 
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press themselves, then will there be more intelligent and 
more useful work offered in cooperation with the Occult 
Hierarchy. 

In the esoteric group, which is composed of the true 
spiritual esotericists found in all exoteric occult groups, in 
the church, by whatever name it may be called, and in 
Masonry you have the three paths leading to initiation. As 
yet they are not used, and one of the things that will event¬ 
uate—when the new universal religion has sway and the 
nature of esotericism is understood—will be the utilisation 
of the banded esoteric organisms, the Masonic organism and 
the Church organism as initiating centres. These three 
groups converge as their inner sanctuaries are approached. 
There is no dissociation between the One Universal Church, 
the sacred inner Lodge of all true Masons, and the inner¬ 
most circles of the esoteric societies. Three types of men 
have their need met, three major rays are expressed, and the 
three paths to the Master are trodden, leading all three to 
the same portal and the same Hierophant. 

It must not be forgotten that only those souls who are 
on the Probationary Path or the Path of Discipleship will 
form the nucleus of the coming world religion. It exists on 
the inner planes for the purpose of gathering out of all the 
churches those who have reached the point in evolution 
where they can consciously and of their own free will place 
their feet upon that PATH which leads to the centre of 
peace; who can in full awareness turn their eyes upon the 
Great Lord, and transmute the life of worldly endeavour 
into the life of service. The first detachment gathered into 
the coming Church will be found to be a part of the present 
great band of servers. These have, down the ages, been asso¬ 
ciated with the Christ in His work. Remember always the 
fact of the work He did in connection with the last advent, 
and remember likewise that in the turning of the cyclic 
wheel, in the evolution of the spiral, similar conditions will 
eventuate, the same needs arise, and the same egos incarnate 
that were present in the days of old in Palestine. The num¬ 
bers of those associated with Him will be greatly increased, 
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for all who knew Him in earlier incarnations in the ancient 
East, all whom He cured or taught, all who contacted Him 
or in any way incurred karma with Him or with the Master 
Jesus, will have the opportunity to cooperate at this time. 
Each sincere aspirant who is closely connected with the pres¬ 
ent Church organisations, who feels a close link with the 
Christ and who loves Him, can be practically sure that in 
Palestine they saw Him, knew Him and mayhap served and 
loved Him. 

The sacraments, properly understood, serve to 
strengthen this link and realisation, and such a one as that 
of Baptism (when entered upon with understanding) will 
draw forth oft a response from the Great Lord Himself. It 
is almost as if a golden strand were directed from His heart 
to the heart of the servant—a strand unbreakable and un¬ 
fathomable and which, with each administration of any of 
the holy rites in the succession of lives, becomes stronger, 
broader and brighter. Eventually these many strands will be¬ 
come reabsorbed into their source when the Body of the 
Christ—one of the seven Heavenly Men on the second or 
monadic plane—is completed in full expression, for each one 
linked to Him becomes, in a vital sense, a cell in His Body. 
This the initiate Paul truly sensed and knew. Via this strand 
passes the power to strengthen, to stimulate, to vivify and to 
bless, and this is the true apostolic succession. All true 
disciples are priests unto the Lord. 

There is no question therefore that the work to be done 
in familiarising the general public with the nature of the 
Mysteries is of paramount importance at this time. These 
Mysteries will be restored to outer expression through the 
medium of the Church and the Masonic Fraternity, if those 
groups leave off being organisations with material purpose, 
and become organisms with living objectives. When the 
Great One comes with His disciples and initiates we shall 
have (after a period of intensive work on the physical plane 
beginning around the year 1940) the restoration of the 
Mysteries and their exoteric presentation, as a consequence 
of the first initiation. Why can this be so? Because the Christ, 
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the great Jove ray, the second Ray of Love-Wisdom. Christ 
Himself works through it and by its means seeks to contact 
the vast Christian public. It is the leaven in His hands to 
leaven the whole lump, and being in a form comprehended 
by the people, it can touch the great masses of seeking souls. 

By means of the educational work of the world, the 
Great Lord seeks to reach those of the intelligent public who 
cannot be reached by means of ceremonial and symbolism 
as in Masonry, or by religious means and ritual, as in the 
Church. It touches the masses and those in whom the in¬ 
telligence aspect predominates to the lessening of the other 
two aspects. It aids those men who are predominantly on 
the third Ray ot Intelligent Activity. 

In all these bodies there are to be found esoteric groups 
who are the custodians of the inner teaching and whose 
uniformity in aspiration and in technique is one. These 
inner gToups consist of occult students and of those who are 
in direct or occasional touch with the Masters and of those 
whose souls are in sufficient control so that the will of the 
Hierarchy may be communicated and gradually filter down 
to the channel ot the physical brain. These groups which 
constitute the true inner esoteric group are many, but their 
membership is yet small, for the fact that a student may 
belong to any of the outer esoteric groups so-called is no 
indication of his true esoteric status. When the few who are 
the true esoteric students of the world know the difference 
between etheric and astral forms, between mental clair- 
audience and clairvoyance and their astral counterparts, be¬ 
tween the elementals of thought and the elementals of na¬ 
ture, then will the Christ and His church have a real 
esoteric group on the physical plane and the outer organisa¬ 
tions receive the needed stimulation. That is why it is neces¬ 
sary to work with the students at this time and train them in 
the nature of true occultism. When we understand better 
the significance of time in prevision, and of force in move¬ 
ment, and when we comprehend more fully the laws that 
control the subtler bodies, and through them therefore the 
laws that function on the planes whereon those bodies ex- 
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their work be accomplished it is not sufficient that they have 
the needed vision. This vision must be communicated. 
It must be extended throughout human society until 

humanity redeems itself by the experience of enlighten¬ 
ment. The security that the world seeks cannot be bestowed; 
it must be earned. When a sufficient number has attained 
this degree of true leadership, the imperishable democracy 
of the sages will become a fact in the mortal sphere. 

The genuine Esoteric Associations always required that 

disciples prepare themselves for careers of practical service. 
The student was expected to attain to a state of unusual 
skill or proficiency in some branch of learning. He was 
then to practice this profession or craft as a means of ex¬ 
tending his sphere of constructive influence. He was to 
teach through example, enriching his chosen vocation with 
the overtones of enlightened religious philosophy. Thus, 
gradually creating a significant zone of influence, he was 
available for whatever task the Keepers of the Great Plan 
required. Practical ends can only be achieved by practical 
means, and the agents of the Universal Reformation must 
be sufficient for every emergency. 

Rather than attempt to indicate modem organizations 

which may or may not be instruments of the Mystery sys¬ 
tem, it is more useful to recommend that each truth seeker 
make use of his own faculties of discrimination. The Esoteric 
Orders have never accepted candidates without reasonable 
qualifications, nor have they offered any inducements except 
the privilege of becoming unselfish, useful, and humble. 
They have never promised to gratify the whims of mortals, 
and have reserved the right to select in their own way those 

whom they believed to have the courage, the insight, and 
the fortitude which the magnitude of the project demanded. 
Human society cannot be preserved by Fraternities of the 
unfit, even though the members be well-intentioned. Suc- 
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INTRODUCTORY. 

In placing the present work before the public I 
have no apology whatever to offer, and this for several 
reasons. First, because I have been ordered to pre¬ 
pare it, and Second., because much of what I herein 

give is not new, for the simple reason that there can 

be nothing new in Masonry. True, many a thing, 

especially what concerns Mystic Masonry, has not 
been given to a profane people, but this is not to say 
that it is new, for it is not. 

I know that the present work will stand unchal¬ 

lenged as to the Truths it contains, and this for the 
reason that I quote from the highest Masonic authori¬ 
ties in the world, that whieh concerns Mystic 

Masonry comes direct from him who knows and who 
has no superior in his work. 

I also know that I will not be accused of stealing, for 
the very good reason that I give credit for every single 
quotation, unless it was changed. With these facts 
before me I can feel well satisfied to let it go forward. 

There are several reasons why this book should go 
before the people, and especially before Masons them¬ 
selves. Too little is known by my Brother Masons 

concerning that Order to which they have the honor to 
belong, but which some of them do not honor and the 

la 
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dares to be the law of Masonry. And this was wisely 
done, for it is evident that no law less universal could 
have been appropriately selected for the government 
of an institution whose prominent characteristic is its 
universality. 

219. "The precepts of Jesus could not have been 
made obligatory on a Jew; a Christian would have 
denied the sanctions of the Koran; a Mohammedan 
must have rejected the laws of Moses; and a disciple 
of Zoroaster would have turned from all to the teach¬ 
ings of his Zeud Avesta. The universal law of nature, 
which the authors of the old Charges have properly 
called the moral law, because it is, as Conybeare re¬ 
marks, 'a perfect collection of all those moral doctrines 
and precepts which have a foundation in the nature 
and reason of things,' is therefore the only law suited, 
in every respect, to be adopted as the Masonic code."* 

220. "So broad is the religion of Masonry, and so 
carefully are all sectarian tenets excluded from the 
system, that the Christian, the Jew, and the Moham¬ 
medan, in all their numberless sects and divisions, 
may, and do harmoniously combine in its moral and 
intellectual work with the Buddhist, the Parsee. the 
Confucian, and the worshiper of Deity under every 
form."** 

221. And why is this true! Because the Vishnu of 
the Brahminical Trinity, the Isis of the Egyptian and 
the Holy Ghost of the Christians and symbolized in 

*Mackey, "Masonic Jurisprudence." 

**Webb's "Monitor of Freemasonry." 
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the Roman Catholic Church, by the Madonna, is the 
Mother Principle of every living thing in the universe, 
and, when a man or woman has their spiritual mind 
awakened they have a love for everything that lives 
and breathes, and they look on every object in Nature 
as the outward manifestation of the Divine Living 
Principle within. God is in all, and no matter at 
what Shrine we worship, God is there. 

222. "The whole design of Freemasonry as a Specu¬ 
lative science is the investigation of Divine Truths. 
To this great object everything else is subsidiary. 
The Mason is, from the time of his initiation aa an 
Entered Apprentice, to the time at which he receives 
the full fruition of Masonic light, an investigator—a 
laborer in the quarry and the temple—whose reward 
is to be truth, and all the ceremonies and traditions of 
the order tend to this ultimate design. In Speculative 
Freemasonry there is an advancement from a lower 
to a higher state—from darkness to light—from death 
to life—from error to truth. 

223. "The Mason living and working in the world 
as his lodge, must seek to raise himself out of it to that 
eminence which surmounts it, where alone he can find 
divine truth."* 

224. "Every Speculative Mason is familiar with 
the fact that the East, aa the source of material light, 
is a symbol of his own order, which professes to con¬ 
tain within its bosom the pure light of truth. Aa, in 

*Mackey, "Manual of the Lodge." 
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217. "Freemasonry does not profesS to interfere 
with the religions opinions of its members. It asks 
only for A declaration of that simple and universal 
faith, in which men of all nations and all sects agree— 
the belief in a God and in his superintending provi¬ 
dence. Beyond this, it does not venture, but leaves 
the minds of its disciples, on other and sectarian 
points, perfectly untrammelled. This is the only re¬ 
ligious qualification required by a candidate, but this 
is most strictly demanded. The religion, then, of 
Masonry, is pure theism, on which its different mem¬ 
bers engraft their own peculiar opinions; but they are 
not permitted to introduce them into the lodge, or to 
connect their truths or falsehood with the truth of 
Masonry."* 

218. "Every Mason," says the old Charges of 1722, 
"is obliged by his tenure to obey the moral law." 
Now, this moral law is not to be considered as confined 
to the decalogue of Moses, within which narrow limits 
these ecclesiastical writers technically restrain it, but 
rather as alluding to what is called Lex Naturae, or 
the law of nature. This law of nature has been de¬ 
fined by an able, but not recent writer on this subject, 
to be "The will of God, relating to human actions, 
grounded on the moral differences of things; and 
because discoverable by natural light, obligatory upon 
all mankind."** This is the "Moral law," to which 
the old Charge already cited refers, and which it de- 

*Mackey," Masonic Lexicon." 

**Grove, "System of Moral Philosophy." 
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these pearls of great price were guarded and handed 
on with alight modifications into the possession of those 
grand early Christians, the Gnostics, the so-called 
heretics; then straight from the Gnostic schools of 
Syria and Egypt to their successors, the Manichaeans, 
and from these through the Paulicians, Albigenses, 
and Templars to the Hermetics, the Rosicrucians, and 
other less powerful Secret Fraternities—these Occult 
traditions, or rather, Occult Truths, have been be¬ 
queathed to the Mystic bodies of our own times. Perse¬ 
cuted by Protestants on one side and by Catholics on 

the other, the history of Mysticism, outside of the 
Rosicrucian Fraternity, is a history of martyrdom." 

123. "These principal streams of religious thought 

can be traced distinctly as we struggle through the 
labyrinth of evidence, and these may not inappropri¬ 
ately be termed the Petrine, Pauline, and Johannine 
doctrines, the last being the fountain-head of all the 
later Christian Mystical heresies. The Johannine 
doctrine caused great excitement in the fourteenth 
century. It must be borne in mind that the true 
Occultism, the real Mysticism, is essentially religious 
in its nature, and students must not be surprised to 
find that some of the historical religious sects—many 
of the principal secret societies take St. John as their 
patron saint, notably is this the case with many of the 
Masonic bodies—had their foundation in Occultism 
and Mysticism before stated, the Occult doctrines of 
the Gnostics were heirlooms and sacred traditions from 
a very distant past, and when the early Christian era 
dawned, the human ram had long been plunged in the 


darkening and materializing tendencies of the Black 
Ages. Soon the Gnosis was rejected by the orthodox 
church, and the Sacred and Secret teachings of the 
Great Master, Jesus, become materialized; they have, 
however, never been lost, and traces of them can be 
discerned from epoch to epoch. 

124. "The Masonic movement, to state it generally, 
was at first a sort of broad, semi-mystic and largely 
moral movement, worked from certain unknown, to 
Them, centers, and deriving its origin from the 
Ancient and not generally known basis. 

125. It never had anything to do with Operative 
Masonry or the Builders' Guild. Masonry was 
founded on the Ancient Wisdom Religion, and when 
founded was not known as Masonry. 

126. Its basis was, and is, unknown to all of those 
who do not recognize a definitely spiritual guidance in 
the practical, mental, and moral developments which 
from time to time change the surface by the intro¬ 
duction of new factors into the evolving processes of 
which life consists. Researches into Masonic literature 
must be made in many languages and countries before 
this view can be firmly established for the general 
world, but to students of Mysticism and who are also 
students of Masonry it becomes more and more ap¬ 
parent that the movement which is generally termed 
Masonic had its roots in that true Mysticism which 
originated, as an Ideal effort, from the Spiritual 
Hierarchy which guides the evolution of the world; 
and that, however much the branches may be separated 
from the root-idea, there is nevertheless a Mystic 
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teaching in Masonry for those who will seek below the 
surface. 

127. "The Ancients of Atlantis preserved not less 
than sixteen distinct Secret Orders, all of which con¬ 
stituted—what was known at the time of the advent 
of Poisedon to the Kingdom of Atlantis—as the 
Mystic Brother or the Great White Circle. What is 
now the Fraternity of the Rosy Cross was recognized 
as the very highest of these Orders, by virtue of their 
knowledge of the Secret Forces throughout Nature. 
This Order of men ruled the Destiny of nations and 
all Institutions.* 

128. "With the destruction of Atlantis,** this per¬ 
fection of order and organization was severed and 
history from this event only conveys scattering 
glimpses of these various Orders—all of which, while 
preserving some remote impressions of their former 
relationship, have lost trace one of the other." 

129. Says John A. Weiss, M.D., in his "Obelisk and 
Freemasonry:" "According to our reading of his¬ 
tory, the Priesthoods of Belus, or Baal in Assyria, of 
Osiris in Egypt, of Jehova in Palestine, of Jupiter in 
Greece and Borne, of Ahura-Mazda in Persia, or 
Brahma in India, and of Teutates in Britain, were 
Primitive Secret Societies, who instructed and 
governed the primitive families and races. It little 
matters whether we call the members of those priest¬ 
hoods Belites, Pastophori, Levites, Curetes, Mage, 
Brahmins, or Druids; they were connected by Secret 

**See "The Philosophy of Fire." 

*See "The Rosicrucians; their Teachings." 


Ties, and intercommunicated from the Indus to the 
Tiber, from the Nile to the Thames. Hence there 
ever has been, is, and ever will be Freemasonry on our 
planet. Masonry was ever more or less connected with 
priesthoods till about the thirteenth century of our era, 
when Masons declared themselves Freimaurer (Free¬ 
masons). Since about that period priesthoods have 
ever denounced and persecuted Freemasonry." 

130. "A thoughtful consideration of our principal 
ceremony irresistibly leads us to the doctrine that was 
typified by the Pastos in the King's Chamber of the 
great Pyramid, and connects with the main character¬ 
istic of all the Mysteries, which embodied the highest 
truths then known to the Illuminated ones. 

131. "The twelfth century witnessed an outbreak 
of Mystic symbolism, perhaps unparalleled, in our era, 
and gave us the religious legends of the Holy Grail, 
which point to an Eastern origin ; this period coincides 
with the greatest popularity of the Templars, whose 
fall is contemporaneous with the decadence noticed "by 
the lecturer. 

132. Without pressing the argument, I may suggest 
that some portion, at least, of our symbolism may have 
come through a Templar source, Romanist, yet deeply 
tinged with Gnosticism; while at a later date the 
Lollards, inheritors of Manichteism, and who were but 
one of the many religo-political societies with which 
Europe was honeycombed, possibly introduced or re¬ 
vived some of these teachings. One thing is certain, 
that satisfactory renderings of our symbols can only 
be obtained by a study of Eastern Mysticism; Kabal- 
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earth will then sink down into Duzakh, and become for three peri¬ 
ods a place of punishment for the wicked. Then, by degrees, all 
will be pardoned, even Ahriman and the Devs, and admitted to the 
regions of bliss, and thus there will be a new Heaven and a new 
earth." 

In the doctrines of Lamaism also, we find, obscured, and partly 
concealed in fiction, fragments of the primitive truth. For, 
according to that faith, "There is to be a final judgment before 
Eslik Khan : The good are to be admitted to Paradise, the bad 
to be banished to hell, where there are eight regions burning hot 
and eight freezing cold." 

In the Mysteries, wherever they were practised, was taught that 
truth of the primitive revelation, the existence of One Great Being, 
Infinite and pervading the Universe, Who was there worshipped 
without superstition; and His marvellous nature, essence, and 
attributes taught to the Initiates; while the vulgar attributed His 
works to Secondary Gods, personified, and isolated from Him in 
fabulous independence. 

These truths were covered from the common people as with a 
veil; and the Mysteries were carried into every country, that, with¬ 
out disturbing the popular beliefs, truth, the arts, and the sciences 
might be known to those who were capable of understanding 
them, and maintaining the true doctrine incorrupt; which the 
people, prone to superstition and idolatry, have in no age been able 
to do; nor, as many strange aberrations and superstitions of the 
present day prove, any more now than heretofore. For we need 
but point to the doctrines of so many sects that degrade the Cre¬ 
ator to the rank, and assign to Him the passions of humanity, to 
prove that now, as always, the old truths must be committed to a 
few, or they will be overlaid with fiction and error, and irretrieva¬ 
bly lost. 

Though Masonry is identical with the Ancient Mysteries, it is 
so in this qualified sense; that it presents but an imperfect image 
of their brilliancy; the ruins only of their grandeur, and a sys¬ 
tem that has experienced progressive alterations, the fruits of 
social events and political circumstances. Upon leaving Egypt, 
the Mysteries were modified by the habits of the different nations 
among whom they were introduced. Though originally more 
moral and political than religious, they soon became the heritage, 
as it were, of the priests, and essentially religious, though in reality 


limiting the sacerdotal power, by teaching the intelligent laity the 
folly and absurdity of the creeds of the populace. They were 
therefore necessarily changed by the religious systems of the coun¬ 
tries into which they were transplanted. In Greece, they were the 
Mysteries of Ceres; in Rome, of Bona Dea, the Good Goddess; in 
Gaul, the School of Mars; in Sicily, the Academy of the Sciences; 
among the Hebrews, they partook of the rites and ceremonies of a 
religion which placed all the powers of government, and all the 
knowledge, in the hands of the Priests and Levites. The pagodas 
of India, the retreats of the Magi of Persia and Chaldea, and the 
pyramids of Egypt, were no longer the sources at which men. 
drank in knowledge. Each people, at all informed, had its Mys¬ 
teries. After a time the Temples of Greece and the School of 
Pythagoras lost their reputation, and Freemasonry took their 
place. 

Masonry, when properly expounded, is at once the interpretation 
of the great book of nature, the recital of physical and astronom¬ 
ical phenomena, the purest philosophy, and the place of deposit, 
where, as in a Treasury, are kept in safety all the great truths of 
the primitive revelation, that form the basis of all religions. In 
the modern Degrees three things are to be recognized: The image 
of primeval times, the tableau of the efficient causes of the Uni¬ 
verse, and the book in which are written the morality of all peo¬ 
ples, and the code by which they must govern themselves if they 
would be prosperous. 

The Kabalistic doctrine was long the religion of the Sage 
and the Savant; because, like Freemasonry, it incessantly tends 
toward spiritual perfection, and the fusion of the creeds and Na¬ 
tionalities of Mankind. In the eyes of the Kabalist, all men are 
his brothers; and their relative ignorance is, to him, but a reason 
for instructing them. There were illustrious Kabalists among the 
Egyptians and Greeks, whose doctrines the Orthodox Church has 
accepted; and among the Arabs were many, whose wisdom was 
not slighted by the Mediaeval Church. 

The Sages proudly wore the name of Kabalists. The Kabalah 
embodied a noble philosophy, pure, not mysterious, but symbolic. 
It taught the doctrine of the Unity of God, the art of knowing 
and explaining the essence and operations of the Supreme Being, 
of spiritual powers and natural forces, and of determining their 
action by symbolic figures; by the arrangement of the alphabet, 
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were anxious to preserve, among themselves, the 
knowledge which they had acquired."* 

107. "The Dionysia, or Mysteries of Bacchus, were 
intimately connected with those of Ceres and perhaps, 
still more with Freemasonry; the rites came from 
Egypt, and there, according to Plutarch Ceres, was the 
Egyptian Isia, and Bacchus was Osiris. 

108. "The Dionysian artificers or architects were 
an association of scientific men, who were incorporated 
by command of the Kings of Pergamus into a cor¬ 
porate body, some three hundred years B. C. They 
had the city of Teos given to them. The members of 
this association which was intimately connected with 
the Dionysian mysteries, were distinguished from the 
uninitiated inhabitants of Teos, by their Science, and 
by words and signs by which they could recognize 
their Brethren of the Order. Like Freemasons they 
were divided into Lodges which were characterized 
by different names. 

109. "Such is the nature of that association of 

architects, who erected those splendid edifices in Ionia, 
whose ruins even afford us instructions, while they ex¬ 
cite our surprise. If it be possible to prove the iden¬ 
tity of any two societies, from the coincidence of their 
external forms, we are authorized to conclude that the 
Fraternity of the Ionian architects and the Fraternity 
of Freemasons, are exactly the same; and as the 

former practiced the mysteries of Bacchus and Ceres, 

several of which we have shown to be similar to the 

mysteries of Masonry, we may safely affirm, that, in 
* M. Lawrie. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

that it would be inconsistent and improper and, 
therefore, impossible in the light of his under¬ 
standing and development. Several thousand men 
and women, among the others who unite with the 
Rosicrucian Order every year, before becoming 
Rosicrucian students spend large sums of money 
in the purchase of such books with the hope of 
economically and conveniently learning the princi¬ 
ples which they believe will produce the utmost 
benefit in their lives. Such students finally discover 
that the purchase of these books becomes a costly 
proposition and that more money can be spent in 
this way in one year than in several years in the 
proper manner of study. They find that they receive 
no benefits but are becoming constantly confused 
by the differences of opinions on the part of these 
authors and by the continual issuance of new books 
with new ideas written to tempt the seeker to con¬ 
tinue to buy books in the hope mat his search will 
eventually come to an end. The more alluring and 
tempting and the more inclusive are the titles of any 
of these so-called Rosicrucian books, the surer one 
can be that the books contain nothing of real value 
and are designed solely to appeal to the susceptibility 
of the unguided seeker. 

Those books which claim to be an exposition of 
the Rosicrucian mysteries or a presentation of the 
Rosicrucian rites and rituals, or of the secret doctrines 

[314] 
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of the Rosicrucians, are not only misleading in their 
titles, but deceptive in the claims set forth, inasmuch 
as such books do not and cannot contain what is 
claimed for them. 

Attention is called to a secdon of the history of the 
organization published in this book, which explains 
how and why a number of pseudo-Rosicrucian 
movements have attempted to carry on the impres¬ 
sion of being a part of the Rosicrucian Order by the 
adoption of misleading names or by simulating 
emblems while doing nothing more than publish¬ 
ing and selling useless books.* Everyone with com¬ 
mon sense will appreciate the fact that a book claim¬ 
ing to be a complete presentation of the secret 
teachings and secret ritual of the Freemasons, would 
be unworthy of purchase at any price, for one would 
know instinctively that the contents of the book 
could not possibly fulfill the claim made by the title. 
The same may be said of books dealing with the sub¬ 
ject of Rosicrucian philosophy. 

No. 63 

Q. Is it not true that the Rosicrucian Order in 
America and Europe has published some books deal¬ 
ing with Rosicrucian doctrine, even though they say 
that the Rosicrucian teachings are never published 
in any public books? 

* See Chapter VI. 
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to supplant. Hence Free-Masonry, vulgarly imagined to have be¬ 
gun with the Dionysian Architects or the German Stone-workers, 
adopted Saint John the Evangelist as one of its patrons, associat¬ 
ing with him, in order not to arouse the suspicions of Rome, Saint 
John the Baptist, and thus covertly proclaiming itself the child 
of the Kabalah and Essenism together." 

[For the Johannism of the Adepts was the Kabalah of the 
earlier Gnostics, degenerating afterward into those heretical forms 
which Gnosticism developed, so that even Manes had his followers 
among them. Many adopted his doctrines of the two Principles, 
the recollection of which is perpetuated by the handle of the dag¬ 
ger and the tesselated pavement or floor of the Lodge, stupidly 
called "the Indented Tessel," and represented by great hanging 
tassels, when it really means a tesserated floor (from the Latin 
tessera) of white and black lozenges, with a necessarily denticu¬ 
lated or indented border or edging. And wherever, in the higher 
Degrees, the two colors white and black, are in juxtaposition, the 
two Principles of Zoroaster and Manes are alluded to. With oth¬ 
ers the doctrine became a mystic Pantheism, descended from that 
of the Brahmins, and even pushed to an idolatry of Nature and 
hatred of every revealed dogma. 

[To all this the absurd reading of the established Church, tak¬ 
ing literally the figurative, allegorical, and mythical language of a 
collection of Oriental books of different ages, directly and inevi¬ 
tably led. The same result long after followed the folly of regard¬ 
ing the Hebrew books as if they had been written by the unimagi¬ 
native, hard, practical intellect of the England of James the First 
and the bigoted stolidity of Scottish Presbyterianism.] 

"The better to succeed and win partisans, the Templars sympa¬ 
thized with regrets for dethroned creeds and encouraged the hopes 
of new worships, promising to all liberty of conscience and a new 
orthodoxy that should be the synthesis of all the persecuted creeds." 

[It is absurd to suppose that men of intellect adored a monstrous 
idol called Baphomet, or recognized Mahomet as an inspired 
prophet. Their symbolism, invented ages before, to conceal what 
it was dangerous to avow, was of course misunderstood by those 
who were not adepts, and to their enemies seemed to be pantheis¬ 
tic. The calf of gold, made byAaron for the Israelites.was but one of 
the oxen under the layer of bronze, and the Karobim on the Pro¬ 
pitiatory, misunderstood. The symbols of the wise always become 


the idols of the ignorant multitude. What the Chiefs of the 
Order really believed and taught, is indicated to the Adepts by the 
hints contained in the high Degrees of Free-Masonry, and by the 

symbols which only the Adepts understand. 

[The Blue Degrees are but the outer court or portico of the 

Temple. Part of the symbols are displayed there to the Initiate, 

but he is intentionally misled by false interpretations. It is not 
intended that he shall understand them; but it is intended that 

he shall imagine he understands them. Their true explication is 
reserved for the Adepts, the Princes of Masonry. The whole body 
of the Royal and Sacerdotal Art was hidden so carefully, centuries 
since, in the High Degrees, as that it is even yet impossible to 
solve many of the enigmas which they contain. It is well enough 
for the mass of those called Masons, to imagine that all is con¬ 
tained in the Blue Degrees; and whoso attempts to undeceive 
them will labor in vain, and without any true reward violate his 
obligations as an Adept. Masonry is the veritable Sphinx, buried 

to the head in the sands heaped round it by the ages.] 

"The seeds of decay were sown in the Order of the Temple at 
its origin. Hypocrisy is a mortal disease. It had conceived a 
great work which it was incapable of executing, because it knew 
neither humility nor personal abnegation, because Rome was then 
invincible, and because the later Chiefs of the Order did not com¬ 
prehend its mission. Moreover, the Templars were in general 
uneducated, and capable only of wielding the sword, with no qual¬ 
ifications for governing, and at need enchaining, that queen of the 
world called Opinion." [The doctrines of the Chiefs would, if ex¬ 
pounded to the masses, have seemed to them the babblings of 
folly. The symbols of the wise are the idols of the vulgar, or else 
as meaningless as the hieroglyphics of Egypt to the nomadic 
Arabs. There must always be a common-place interpretation for 
the mass of Initiates, of the symbols that are eloquent to the 
Adepts.] 

"Hugues de Payens himself had not that keen and far-sighted 
intellect nor that grandeur of purpose which afterward distin¬ 
guished the military founder of another soldiery that became, 
formidable to kings. The Templars were unintelligent and there¬ 
fore unsuccessful Jesuits. 

"Their watchword was, to become wealthy, in order to buy the 
world. They became so, and in 1312 they possessed in Europe 
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"FREEMASONRY AS A WORLD POWER" 

people and subject them by intellectual 
bondage and servitude to a foreign 
potentate. That "World Power" is far 
better organized than we are; is far 

more numerous than we; is richer, 

more shrewd, more ambitious, more 
aggressive, and more unscrupulous 
than we. It has attacked our Public 
Schools as being "schools without 

religion" and intended "to turn the 
people into refined Pagans." Listen to 
this by the Rev. Michael Muller: "The 
object, then, of these Godless, irreli¬ 
gious Public Schools is to spread 

among the people the worst of reli¬ 
gions, the one religion, the religion 
which pleases most hardened adulterers 
and criminals—the religion of irra¬ 
tional animals. The moral character 

of our Public Schools in many of our 

cities has sunk so low, that even 
courtesans have disguised themselves 
as school-girls in order the more surely 
to ply their foul vocation." 

Yet, in some of our larger cities, like 
Chicago and Boston, seventy-five per 
cent of the teachers of the Public 

Schools are members of that "World 
Power." 

Wrapped in the seamless robe of the 

Savior for which it gambled at the foot 
of the Cross, that "World Power" 
comes to us in the name of Jesus, 
garbles and twists His teaching, and 
proclaims itself His sole representa¬ 
tive on earth. Yet, when it considers 
itself safe, it throws aside the garb of 
religion and reveals its true nature as 
a gigantic political organization, de¬ 
termined to crush individual liberty 
and freedom of thought, and by super¬ 
stition, ignorance, and fear, to bring 
all peoples into subjection to its tyran¬ 
nic will. 

Don't fool yourselves by thinking 
that the danger is past because as a 
result of the last election one of its 
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craftiest agents has been taken out of 
the public service, and a 32° Mason 
placed in the Presidential Chair. There 
is danger, and it is very real and near. 
That "World Power" has_ muzzled 

nearly all our press. It has captured 
or poisoned our sources of information. 

It is organizing an army of Knights 
who are sworn to bring our Country to 
the knees of their Pontiff in humble 
obedience. 

Before "Freemasonry as a World. 

Power" there looms the inevitable 
struggle with.... this superior foe-su¬ 
perior in numbers, wealth and strategy. 

Shall we face the coming conflict like 

Shakespeare's Hamlet, nerveless and be¬ 
wailing— 

The time is out of joint: Oh, cursed spite 
That ever I was born to set it right. 

Or, shall we not rather cry, like the 

English poet, Rupert Brooke, who 
sailed from Gallipoli to the front and 
gave up his life for liberty, in the late 
war: 

"Now, God be thanked who hath matched 
us with this hour!" 

We need to face the future with in¬ 
telligent fortitude, calm faith and 
resolute wills. Let not the odds against 
us daunt us. Let us catch the inspira¬ 
tion of that magnificent exclamation 
of the heroic Fichte: 

I raise my head to the threatening 
rock, the raging flood, and the fiery 
tempest, and cry, "I am Eternal and defy 
your might; break all upon me, and thou 
Earth and thou Heaven, mingle in the 
wild tumult; and all ye elements foam 
and fret yourselves, and crush in your 
conflict the last atom of the body I call 
mine, my Will, secure in its own firm 
purpose, shall soar unwavering and hold 
over the wreck of the universe!" 

Then "Freemasonry as a World 
Power" will, stand revealed, as uncon¬ 
quered and unconquerable. 


Most base is he who, 'neath the shade 
Of Freedom's ensign plies Corruption's trade. 

—T. Moore. 


In 1921 Masons saw the world as a 
struggle between two world powers- 
Masonry and the Vatican 
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WHENCE AND WHITHER? 


By C. A. Oppenborn, 32° 

The Masonic Order is held to be the greatest 
force of constructive initiative in existence 


W HAT IS the impelling force 
that is drawing men in such 
large numbers to Freemas¬ 
onry? In an age of progressive en¬ 
deavor, bristling with inventive and 
scientific genius, focused continually on 
bringing to light something of material 
benefit to the human race; what is there 
about this great Brotherhood, which 
had its origin and won many of its 
laurels in the remotest times of antiquity, 
that it so universally appeals to men to- 
day? 

Potency and Influence 

How came men to find the seed for 
the inestimable Institution of Free¬ 
masonry, and the inspiration to generate 
it to a practical fruition? What gave 
them the perspective that in its amelio¬ 
rating cement was to be found the ul¬ 
timate hope of the world ? What made 
them, when humanity was still wearing 
its swaddling clothes, provide the meas¬ 
ure for its beneficent bounty? At every 
hand we come in contact with the work¬ 
ings of the silent potency and expand¬ 
ing influence of its invigorating leaven. 
Everywhere we behold the magnificent 
edifices it has in the building, so that 
the imagination is taxed with wonder 
and admiration. 

With its origin wrapped in the pro- 
foundest secrecy, it should not surprise 
anyone that Freemasonry still is as much 
of an enigma to many of its initiates 
as it was in olden times. While the 
modern mind has become capable of 
penetrating some of the veils of its 
deepest mysteries, the fact that it not 
yet has fully come into the possession of 
the Grand Arcanum—how its philoso¬ 
phy laid hold on the human and in spite 
of strenuous persecution maintained an 
almost unbroken sway of perpetuity 


during the now silently slumbering 
ages—should encourage and stimulate 
in the initiate a thorough mastery of the 
truths of its scientific formula. 

Wisdom to Be Gained 

While many students of Freemasonry 
pride themselves of being possessed of 
the secrets of their Brotherhood, the 
genuine adept is not so sanguine about 
having found the kernel of its funda¬ 
mental philosophy and still is groping 
for more Light. The true Mason feels 
that the Institution yet holds unlocked 
in its majestic bosom from mortal the 
key to the magnetic charm and suasion 
that has led so many to and is holding 
them in contentment at its Altars. 

The true Mason feels that, in accord¬ 
ance with its Ancient Formula, Free¬ 
masonry only from time to time un¬ 
locks as it sees fit, from its storehouse 
of Wisdom, the Truths required for the 
human needs and not more of them 
than can be borne. He has an abiding 
assurance that its Great Founder never 
intended that mortality should see Free¬ 
masonry in the luster of its full splen¬ 
dor and glory. 

Has Freemasonry, then, a spiritual 

conception only?_Is its objective but 

the solidifying into a beautiful Utopia 
the wonderful Infinity of the First Cause 
and the kaleidoscopic finiteness of its 
mortal, human creatures? Is. its mis¬ 
sion solely directed to the establishment 
of the long-heralded and hoped-for 
Kingdom of the Brotherhood of Man? 
And has its Founder for these reasons 
but allowed the human occasional 
glimpses of some of the inner beauties 
that ever are sweeping it onward and 
upward; that ever are dazzling the 
physical vision from its distant snow¬ 
capped elevations; that ever is compel- 
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Masonry is the "greatest force" for 
what Masons see as good, & has 
more than just Utopia and brotherhood 
in store for mankind. 
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sole claim to greatness, to recognition, 
is its past. 

Masonry's greatness is not in the an¬ 
tiquity of its beginnings, neither in its 
conservatism, but rather in the fact that 
it has always been a leader of thought 
and action. 

Its members have been the world's 
pioneer corps, clearing away the dense 
growth of ignorance, bridging the turbid 
waters of superstition and fanaticism, 
blazing ways of enlightenment whereon 
the mighty army of humanity...might 
move to nobler achievements, to grander 
victories. 

The great leaders in Masonry as well 
as in the secular world have been men 
who, though clinging tenaciously to cer¬ 
tain great principles, were quick to see 
and take advantage of everything in the 
line of progress and development. Theirs 
was no blind conservatism holding fast 
to a dead past, but a glorious faith in 
the possibilities of the future, a faith, 
that, like the star in the East which led 
the Magi of old to the lowly birthplace 
of the Redeemer has led mankind un¬ 
der the leadership of many a Moses 
through the wilderness of pain and 
travail and bitter opposition into the 
bright light of twentieth century civili¬ 
zation. 

I repeat, a comprehensive understand¬ 
ing of the history of Masonry leads in¬ 
evitably to the conclusion that not 
through conservatism has it most served 
the world, but rather through its spirit 
of unrest, its utter abhorrence of un¬ 
necessary restraint, its abiding love for 
liberty, its unconquerable desire to pro¬ 
gress away from the old to the new and 
better conditions. 

Wherever the conflict has been waged 
between the old and the new, between 
a narrow conservatism and real progress, 
our Masonic brethren have been found 


on the right side, witness the members 
of St. Andrew's lodge of the Green , 
Dragon who threw the tea into Boston . 
harbor. 

We must not be content to abide in 
the glory of bygone days. There is need 
today of just such men as have made 
Masonry great in the past. We cannot 
rest on our laurels, but following in the 
footsteps of our sires we must make 
Masonry of the twentieth century as 
potent a factor for good as it has been 
in the centuries that have gone.— Ma¬ 
sonic Tidings. 

Antiquity Admitted a Century Ago. 

An old book published in London in 
the early part of the last century con¬ 
tains the following in regard to Free¬ 
masonry: 

"This very ancient society is so called, 
either from some extraordinary knowl¬ 
edge of Masonry, of which they are sup¬ 
posed to be masters, or because the first 
founders of this society were persons of 
this profession. They are now very con¬ 
siderable, both on account of their num¬ 
bers and the rank they hold in society, 
being found in every country in Europe, 
as well as North America; and they con¬ 
sist principally of persons of merit and 
consideration. They make no small 
pretentions to antiquity, for they claim 
a standing of some thousands of years. 
What the design of their institution is, 
seems still in some measure a secret. 

"The members are said to be admitted 
into the fraternity by being put into pos¬ 
session of a great number of secrets, 
called the Mason's word, which have 
been religiously kept from age to age. 
In a treatise on Masonry, published in 
1792, by William Preston, grand master 
of the Lodge of Antiquity, the origin of 
Masonry is traced from the creation. 
Ever since symmetry began, and bar- 


Masons are aware that Masonry has 
been behind revolutions and social change. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Pine Grove, W. Va., May 18, 1922. 

The New Age, 

Washington, D. C. 

Perhaps you do not want to be bothered, but I just sort o' feel, after reading your May 
number, that you ought to be told that there's one Mason here in the hills who believes you've 
got the right "dope" in your magazine. 

Somehow or other I became a Scottish Rite Mason after I'd somehow or other become a 
Blue Lodge Man. And somehow or other I got into reading the New Age when it came along— 

not dumping it into the waste basket. And I don't know whether I agree with it in beliefs or 

policies or whether it agrees with me. Anyway I go through every number and underline the 

pointed sentences, and pass them on to my friends, and wait patiently for another month to bring 
some other good things for thinking Masons. 

Here's what I like in the May number: "Many of the new members see no plans on the 
trestle board for them to work on other than to attend the social features, and comparatively 

few assist in the conferring of degrees . . . and the tendency seems to be towards taking an 
active part and interest in all measures that have for their objects the best interests of the land." 
That's from "A Growing Unrest" under Notes and Comments. 

What's the use of building up an organization like Masonry has built up, and inspiring men 
as Masonry has inspired them, ana then leaving the whole stand idle and useless at a time when 
our country needs just what Masonry can give it? Let's use this great machine. 

Yours fraternally, 

Paul Balwanz. 

INTERESTING ITEMS GATHERED FROM 

VARIOUS SOURCES 

CATERING TO THE JESUITS ? 

The Sacramento Church Federation of Sacramento, Calif., sends us a copy of 
a letter written to The San Francisco Call, concerning a certain article printed in 
one of its issues. As it is not at all bad reading we herewith reproduce it. We 
venture to believe that The Call did not print it. 
Editor, "The Call," 

San Francisco, Calif. 

Dear Sir: 

In Jane Doe's " Long, Long Trail" in the May 23 Call, occurs, in a reference to the Y. M. C. A. 
and the Y. W. C. A., these words: "not too much insistence on the word Christian." 

There is a world-wide campaign, inspired, we believe, from Jesuit sources, suggesting the 
elimination of the name of Christ from both these useful organizations, each born of Protestantism. 
One hears such suggestions in Edinboro, as well as in San Francisco; in Sydney, in London, as 
well as in New York. Are you unconsciously echoing their propaganda? 

The example of Jesus constitutes the very life of both these institutions. A Christian who 
took The Christ as his model founded the first "Y." Remove the Christ spirit from the "Y" 
and it will soon degenerate into an institution ossified with materialism, officered by seekers for 
soft jobs. 

You suggest facilitating contacts among mate-seeking young business folk. Do you know 
that the most successful San Francisco institution of this land is managed by a Protestant Christ¬ 
ian Church, that, as a product of its "beau parlors," as its girls call them, have come scores of 
happy marriages; that this institution, costing about a quarter of a million, was given to San 
Francisco business women devoutly by its donor, in the name of The Christ, to be administered 
by His Church? 

On the other nand, partly because of the lack of such mating facilities, as you wisely suggest, 
society has the problem of the unmarried mothers. Do you know that these in Northern Cali¬ 
fornia gravitate for protection to another institution, again founded by a Protestant Christian 
woman, and managed for many years by another, the daughter of a multimillionaire who, in 
Christ's name, left her life of luxury to care for these poor girls, continuing until she broke down 
from overwork? 

Have you ever dared similarly to criticize a Catholic institution? We venture this question 
because the Protestant Orphan Asylum of our city was forced, under Jesuit threats to cut off 
government support, to change its name to "Sacramento Orphanage Farm." Are Protestants 
round doing such things? 
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Masons are encouraged to use Masonry 
as a force for change. 
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MORALS AND DOGMA. 


KNIGHT ROSE CROIX. 
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makers, for they shall be called the children of God I First be rec¬ 
onciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift at the altar. 
Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of 
thee turn not away I Love your enemies; bless them that curse you; 
do good to. them that hate you; and pray for them which despite- 
fully use you and persecute you! All things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye also unto them; for this is the 
law and the Prophets! He that taketh not his cross, and followeth 
after Me, is not worthy of Me. A new commandment I give unto 
you, that ye love one another: as I have loved you, that ye also love 
one another: by this shall all know that ye are My disciples. 
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friend." 

The Gospel of Love He sealed with His life. The cruelty of 
the Jewish Priesthood, the ignorant ferocity of the mob, and the 
Roman indifference to barbarian blood, nailed Him to the cross, 
and He expired uttering blessings upon humanity. 

Dying thus, He bequeathed His teachings to man as an ines¬ 
timable inheritance. Perverted and corrupted, they have served as 
a basis for many creeds, and been even made the warrant for intol¬ 
erance and persecution. We here teach them in their purity. 
They are our Masonry; for to them good men of all creeds can 
subscribe. 

That God is good and merciful, and loves and sympathizes with 
the creatures He has made; that His finger is visible in all the 
movements of the moral, intellectual, and material universe; that 
we are His children, the objects of His paternal care and regard; 
that all men are our brothers, whose wants we are to supply, their 
errors to pardon, their opinions to tolerate, their injuries to for¬ 
give ; that man has an immortal soul, a free will, a right to free¬ 
dom of thought and action; that all men are equal in God's sight; 
that we best serve God by humility, meekness, gentleness, kind¬ 
ness, and the other virtues which the lowly can practise as well as 
the lofty; this is "the new Law," the "Word," for which the 
world had waited and pined so long; and every true Knight of 
the Rose + will revere the memory of Him who taught it, and 
look indulgently even on those who assign to Him a character far 
above his own conceptions ar belief, even to the extent of deeming 
Him Divine. 

Hear Philo, the Greek Jew. "The contemplative soul, Une¬ 


qually guided, sometimes toward abundance and sometimes to¬ 
ward barrenness, though ever advancing, is illuminated by the 
primitive ideas, the rays that emanate from the Divine. Intelli¬ 
gence, whenever it ascends toward the Sublime Treasures. When, 
on the contrary, it descends, and is barren, it falls within the do¬ 
main of those Intelligences that are termed Angels. . . for, when 
the soul is deprived of the light of God, which leads it to the 
knowledge of things, it no longer enjoys more than a feeble and 
secondary light, which gives it, not the understanding of things, 
but that of words only, as in this baser world. . . ." 

"... Let the narrow-souled withdraw, having their ears sealed 
up! We communicate the divine mysteries to those only who 
have received the sacred initiation, to those who practise true piety, 
and who are not enslaved by the empty pomp of words, or the 
doctrines of the pagans. ..." 

". . . O, ye Initiates, ye whose ears are purified, receive this in 
your souls, as a mystery never to be lost! Reveal it to no Profane! 
Keep and contain it within yourselves, as an incorruptible treas¬ 
ure, not like gold or silver, but more precious than everything 
besides; for it is the knowledge of the Great Cause, of Nature, and 
of that which is born of both. And if you meet an Initiate, be¬ 
siege him with your prayers, that he conceal from you no new 
mysteries that he may know, and rest not until you have obtained 
them! For me, although I was initiated in the Great Mysteries 
by Moses, the Friend of God, yet, having seen Jeremiah, I recog¬ 
nized him not only as an Initiate, but as a Hierophant; and I fol¬ 
low his school." 

We, like him, recognize all Initiates as our Brothers. We be¬ 
long to no one creed or school. In all religions there is a basis of 
Truth; in all there is pure Morality. All that teach the cardinal 
tenets of Masonry we respect; all teachers and reformers of man¬ 
kind we admire and revere. 

Masonry also has her mission to perform. With her traditions 
reaching back to the earliest times, and her symbols dating further 
back than even the monumental history of Egypt extends, she in¬ 
vites all men of all religions to enlist under her banners and to 
war against evil, ignorance, and wrong. You are now her knight, 
and to her service your sword is consecrated. May you prove a 
worthy soldier in a worthy cause! 
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THE EXTERNALISATION OF THE HIERARCHY 


Religious Organisations in the New Age 

Let us now return to our consideration of the spread of 
the deepened religious ideals and the growth of the new 
religious organisms. In the process of transmuting the old 
form and so releasing the imprisoned life, there are two 
things which are steadily held in view by the Guides of our 
evolution: 


First, that the general public serves or is dominated 
by the concrete mind and is unable to grasp abstrac¬ 
tions. It is the form which matters to them the most, for 
they are conservative and cling to the familiar. The 
church is intended to serve the masses and is not in¬ 
tended to be of use (except as a field of service) to the 
esotericists of the world, for they heed not the form to 
the same extent, having contacted somewhat the inner 
compelling life. 

Secondly, the church movement, like all else, is 
but a temporary expedient and serves but as a transient 
resting place for the evolving life. Eventually, there will 
appear the Church Universal, and its definite outlines 
will appear towards the close of this century. In this 
connection, forget not the wise prophecy of H.P.B. as 
touching events at the close of this century. This Church 
will be nurtured into activity by the Christ and His 
disciples when the outpouring of the Christ principle, 
the true second Coming, has been accomplished. No 
date for the advent do I set, but, the time will not be 
long. 


The Christian church in its many branches can serve as 
a St. John the Baptist, as a voice crying in the wilderness, 
and as a nucleus through which world illumination may be 
accomplished. I indicate the hope. I do not assert a fact. 
Its work is intended to be the holding of a broad platform. 
The church must show a wide tolerance, and teach no 
revolu¬ 
tionary doctrines or cling to any reactionary ideas. The 


The Outline of a Church Universal shall 
appear by the end of the 20th century. 



